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The World Medical Association, Inc.

Policy Template for Authors
Please return this form to the WMA Secretariat at secretariat@wma.net.
Once submitted, documents become the property of the WMA. Please read the annex on page 3-4, and if you require assistance in order to complete this template or to research/write a policy, please contact the WMA Secretariat.
	Document 
no:
	To be added by the Secretariat
	Original: 

English/

French/

Spanish


	Title:
	Title, including suggested policy type
“WMA (Resolution, Statement, or Declaration) on..”

See ‘types of business’ in Annex, for a description to help choose which type of policy you are proposing.
	

	Destination:
	WMA Secretariat
	Action(s) required:

For consideration

	Note:
	Author (Name of Medical Association or Associate Member) and/purpose or intent of policy:

___Revise an existing policy (include hyperlink)
___Replace existing policy (include hyperlink)
___New policy where there currently is none
___Seek support for time-sensitive national/regional issue

___Other: (please specify briefly)
___Whether it should be urgently considered by the Council (otherwise, it would be circulated to the Constituent Members for comments)



	Related WMA policies: 
	

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	Add line(s) as needed  

	Suggested keywords: (WMA staff will choose and assign appropriate keywords if the policy is adopted.)
	


Preamble (will remain part of the policy) 
Recommendations 
(((
DD.MM.YYYY
Types of business
Note: the document type may change because of the policy development process, with the final form being agreed upon by the council or the general assembly.
In general terms, try to think about the problem you are trying to address and resolve, the principle that underlies the solution, and the practical proposal that is the call to action. Check the existing policy database before submitting any proposal. Choose issues that are topical and new, and not a repeat of existing policy: It may be useful to think about older statements that should be incorporated into a new one. Be concise and clear - write in plain language and explain any abbreviations.
Resolution
Matter of time-sensitive business that needs to be considered at the following WMA meeting. It should address urgent and specific matters that may be limited in time or geography.

Statement
Significant WMA policy, generally applicable for physicians and limited in scope to an area of concern that develops on and fleshes out generic principles to make a practical proposal for action.

Declaration
Standing document defining WMA policy. It will be broad in scope, universally applicable across all physicians and constituent medical associations. It should define and state principles that stand at the heart of medical practice and will endure over time. 
Policy preamble to be retained as part of the policy 
Note: The Preamble should consist of a few concise statements that describe the issue to be discussed, why it is important to physicians and the principle(s) to be applied in addressing the issue. In all instances the preamble must be concise, avoid lengthy commentary on current issues and be generally applicable. Try to avoid quotations, specific sums of money, overuse of statistics or (for statements and declarations) issues confined to small areas.
For a resolution, outline the situation that has prompted the resolution and specify an ethical principle or policy of the WMA that will be used to comment on the urgent situation, derive the proposal or make recommendations.

For a statement, briefly summarise the field of concern, state why the WMA wishes to make a statement and specify an ethical principle or policy that will be used to make recommendations. These may include policies of the WMA, professional principles, scientific standards or the experience of practising physicians.
For a declaration, state why the WMA would wish to make a declaration and define the area in which the declaration will be made. Consider that it is highly unlikely a proposal for a declaration can be ready for adoption at a single biannual meeting. 
Recommendations 

Recommendations are practical suggestions for action. Good practical suggestions are concise, universally applicable and not obscured by surrounding detail. Specify the person or organisation being called upon, e.g. Governments, Physicians, Member Organizations. In doing so, consider whether the actions are within the powers of the actor being called upon, and whether the same powers exist across the world, e.g. whether all member organisations have regulatory authority, or the same relationship with governments. 
Background information
Background information, including literature citations and other sources, may be attached for information but will not be included in the policy paper itself. 
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